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But Dona Maria d'Avalos said :
" Nurse, an if he be not here in one quarter of an hour, I will send you back home to your brethren in the mountains."
And when the Duke d'Andria was by her side she did welcome him with an exceeding great joy.
" My Lord," cried she, " this will be a good day for us, and the night better still. I shall keep you till the dawn."
And straightway did they exchange betwixt them an host of kisses and fond caresses. Presently, after doffing their clothes, they gat them to bed, and held each the other close embraced so long that evening found them yet pressed in each other's arms. Then, for that they were sore hungered, Dona Maria drew forth of her marriage chest a pasty, dried conserves, and a flask of wine, the which she had been heedful to lay by therein.
After the twain had eaten and drunk their fill, playing the while all sorts of pretty plays, the moon rose and did look in so friendly at the window that they were fain to wish her welcome. So they went forth upon the balcony, and there, breathing the freshness and softness of the night, did watch the fireflies dancing in the dark bushes. All were still save only the shrilling of the insects in the grass. Then there came a sound of footsteps along the street, and Dofla Maria did